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Pilot: “ Welcome aboard flight 163 to Hong Kong. 
We shall be flying at…agggghh….Oh my God… 
oh no!....sorry about that folks, I’ve just spilt my coffee, 
you should see the front of my trousers.” 
Passenger, in response: “you should see the back of 
mine!!” 
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Sled Salvages Short Pieces 

With the cost of lumber, I’m not crazy about throwing 
out short scrap pieces of wood. But planing short 
pieces (less than 12″ long) isn’t recommended by most 
manufacturers. That’s because the pieces can get 
caught between the feed rollers and chewed up by the 
blades.  
To salvage these pieces, I use a simple sled to plane 
them to thickness (see Photo). The “shorts” ride 
piggyback on the sled, which is long enough to go 
through the planer safely. The sled is a piece of 3/4″ 
plywood with a cleat near the back end (Sled Detail). 
The cleat, together with strips of double-sided tape, 
hold the short pieces in place during machining. The 
cleat fits into a dado near the back edge of the sled. 
Size the dado so the cleat sticks up about 1/8″ above 
the surface of the sled. This way, you can plane 
material down to that thickness.  

To use the sled, affix the short strips to the surface, as shown. 
Then pass the sled — and the strips — through the planer until 
you reach the desired thickness. Good woodworking, Wyatt 
Myers 
Online Editor, Workbench 
 
A few years ago a friend asked me to make a small box to 
contain some of the ashes of his recently departed brother, to 
be sent to another family member interstate. The dimensions 
required were given to me and as I had a small qty. of Surian 
Cedar and Victorian Ash handy, a box materialised to my 
friend’s satisfaction. 
If you are asked to make a box to contain a whole person’s 
ashes would you know to what dimension to make this box? 
From “The Woodworker’s Journal” in America came these  4 
suggestions. 
1.  The volume should be 225 cubic inches. 
2.  The inside measurements should be 8” X 6” X       
      6” 
3.  The volume of the box should be 1 cubic inch    
      per pound of bodyweight.   
4.  Ask the Funeral Director. 
One thing I should stress, make the box solid, as the ashes 
are very heavy! 
If anyone has had experience in this matter, and would like to 
share that experience with us, please contact me at 
knut@tpg.com.au 
Also, a fellow I used to know was buried in his own homemade 
coffin, and apparently that was no problem with the funeral 
people. If anybody is interested in the making of a coffin, 
please let me know, and I’ll try to source plans, regulations etc. 

Q: How do I calculate the radius of a curve 

that will fit a particular height and width?  

 Michael Dresdner 

says: The formula is r 

= (c2+4h2)/(8h) 

where r is the radius, c 

is the length of the 

cord, (the width across 

the terminating ends 

of the curve) and h is 

the height from the 

center of the cord to 
the top of the curve. 

Pegboard Clip 
Cutting from a parts list? Making a note of things to pick up at 

the hardware store? The simple 
pegboard clip (shown at left) will 
keep the list from getting buried. 
To make it, just drill a hole through 
a clothes pin and glue in a short 
length of 1/4" dowel. 
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